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At the end of the day's tour Ruskin took Hunt to dine at
Danieli's, and after the meal addressed him as follows: " I
rant to ask you whether, when you said to me this morning
iiat you were so pleased to see me, you merely spoke in
massing compliment, or with serious meaning: "

" What would make you doubt that I spoke with anything
)ut deliberate candour? " asked Hunt.

" Because/' was the reply, " for these many years, if you
wanted to see me, Camber well not being many miles from
^ampden Hill, you could easily have come to me, or asked
ne to come to you, and you have not done either."

Hunt then gave his reasons, indicating that one of them
tad been the marriage of Millais. But he added, " I
onfess that I might of late have stolen some occasion to see
uch a friend as you, had there not been further difficulties
fhich I will not enter into."

" Tell me," exclaimed Ruskin : " I do particularly want
ou to be unreserved."

The explanation was forthcoming, and related to Rossetti
nd some of his associates, the profligacy of whose lives
ertainly did not harmonize with Ruskin's teaching.

" I may be quite wrong," said Hunt, " in my estimate of
:>me of the characters who formed the band of men you had
bout you, but in my eyes they were so distinctly a bar to
ic, that, had you been the Archangel Michael himself,
icse satellites would have kept me away."

There was a pause, and Ruskin replied, " You are quite
gilt, Holman, I never was a good judge of character, and I
ive had some most objectionable people about me."

I have given the foregoing conversations as they are
ported by Hunt, whose remarkably tenacious memory

labled him to recall them years after they had taken place.

t this point the subject changed to that of religious belief,